Welcome to this summer
edition of the newsletter.
What a summer we’ve had so far,
from cloud bursts to glorious
afternoons of sunshine, the
Gardens remain a tranquil place to
enjoy lazy summer days. We’re
delighted to announce we’ve been
awarded a Community Green Flag,
once again. The award is a tribute
to all the hard work our volunteers
put in to keeping Martineau
Gardens a well looked-after green

space. Our thanks to the many
charitable trusts who support our
work, and to corporate sponsors,
Nicholls Brimble Bhol solicitors for
renewing their support for the
Gardens for a second year. Annual
support enables us to make long-term
plans, helps to keep these beautiful
gardens open for free and enables the
Therapeutic Horticulture Programme
to continue. Do visit us this summer.
Gill Milburn, Director

Reading this and not yet a Friend? Isn’t it time you
joined?! Annual support helps us so much. Join online via: www.martineaugardens.org.uk/about-us/become-a-friend/ or even quicker, call 0121 440 7430 and pay
by card.
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“’If we can encourage
young people to look after
the planet, hopefully some
of the damage that we have
inadvertently contributed to
can be rectified before it’s
too late."
Caroline Starr
Pictured here, staff, former
staff, trustee and volunteers
with Caroline at her retirement
tea party.

Since 1987, Caroline Starr has
been here at Martineau Gardens,
inspiring Birmingham school
children with her passion for
nature. Caroline has had a long
association with the Gardens. Her
first role was as a gardener (1987)
then she became the teaching
assistant for the Martineau
Environmental Studies Centre as
it was then called (1991), where
she taught for a number of years
until its closure. She returned to
Martineau Gardens in 2015, when

Our Therapeutic Community
Garden is looked after by
Volunteers, many of whom have
mental health issues or learning
Registered Charity No. 1092364

a new education programme was
introduced, joining Juliette Green
(Education Officer), and has been our
Educational Tour Guide since then. On
Caroline's last day, we held a
celebratory tea party. We thank
Caroline for her contribution to
Martineau Gardens.
Read about Caroline’s memories here:
https://martineau-gardens.org.uk/2019/08/
caroline-starr-has-retired/

Shade on a hot summer’s day

*Summer Hols Family Activities
Tuesdays & Fridays in August, 10am
or 1.30pm Tickets £5 per child.
Advance booking essential, info on
our website see below. Family fun
with environmental/craft activities
suitable for 3 to 12 years. Busy
Bees, Brilliant Birds, Summer
Stick Man, Pirate Adventure
*Comedy of Errors
open-air theatre, Sat 24 Aug, 7pm
with Folksy Theatre –savings on
advance tickets
Birmingham Honey Show
Sat 7 & Sun 8 Sept, 10am-4pm with
B&DBKA
FREE entry
Sat 21 Sept - car park closed for
cricket, Gardens open, travel by
public transport
Autumn Event Sun 22 Sept,
11am-3pm
Family-friendly
’green’ fete, £4 (£2 conc), Friends
FREE
*Advance booking essential
Information and ticket links via:
www.martineau-gardens.org.uk/events

disabilities. Hundreds of school children events and courses and sell plants
visit the Gardens to learn about science and produce.
and the environment. Every year,
Open: Mon to Sat 10am - 4pm, except
Birmingham people (now in their
Bank Holidays. Entry is free except for
special events. (Summer: closed Monday 26
thousands) visit the Gardens to enjoy
August.)
its peace and tranquillity. We host
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To receive your newsletter electronically and to reduce our costs, e-mail: info@martineau-gardens.org.uk

Our fabulous Summer Garden Party, returned for the
sixth year running. Guests joined us for an evening of
food, wine and live music with Wild Irish. Our charity
auction was the highlight of the evening with Jeremy
Thornton, of Biddle and Webb, our pro-bono auctioneer.
It was a wonderful evening, for guests to meet up with
friends and family, join in with the excitement of the
auction, and to enjoy the music and wine whilst raising
money for our cause. The success of the event was due
to a huge team effort including members of the Calthorpe
Residents Society serving the wine and working tirelessly
behind the scenes with our wonderful volunteers.
Caterers 'Food Fanatics' produced a delicious buffet with
scores of visitors going back for more. We greatly
appreciate the dedication of Sue Roberts, our chair of
Trustees. Without her commitment it would be impossible
for this event to be the highlight of the year it is. Funds
raised from the Garden Party go directly to support the
Therapeutic Horticulture Project and contribute to
keeping the Gardens open for free, for the people of
Birmingham to visit. We are very grateful to Nicholls
Brimble Bhol solicitors and Dermoperfection who support
the Gardens throughout the year and our event sponsors
Genie Tutors, Bira and Quality Solicitors Davisons.
View a gallery of images here:

Staff at Brewin Dolphin have been helping out at
Martineau Gardens through a number of team-building
and volunteering days (pictured above right). We were
delighted to receive a call from Charlotte Wright advising
us that she had nominated the Gardens through the
Brewin Dolphin Foundation, which gives small grants to
charities in which their staff have an interest. Pictured
left, Charlotte and colleague Jonathon Gwynn presenting
Stewart with a cheque for £1,000. Gill Milburn said: "We
have seen an increase in the number of Team Building
Days here at the Gardens and without exception we
have benefited from each team's input on these days.
The added bonus with Brewin Dolphin, is that we've
been able to reach out to them at short notice when we
have been in need of extra help for a particular job. The
financial support is the cherry on the cake. It's really
pleasing to know that the purpose of what we do at
Martineau Gardens has had an impact on the Brewin
Dolphin team and led Charlotte to apply for the donation,
for which we’re extremely thankful."

https://martineau-gardens.org.uk/2019/08/garden-party-success-2019/

For ideas on cycle trips
near the Gardens, visit:
http://bit.ly/2YwEI4d

If you’re looking for an outing on
wheels, why not cycle to Martineau
Gardens? Thanks to Birmingham’s
new blue A38 cycle route, on our
doorstep, bike access just got much
easier. Pictured here on World
Environment Day, staff from
Birmingham Cycle Revolution and
more, take a break from the office
with a lunch-time cycle trip – in the
background, our covered cycle
shelter funded by BCR.

There’s plenty to enjoy this summer: family-fun sessions
run every Tuesday and Friday until 30 August (advance
booking essential) and Folksy Theatre return with open
air-theatre production of The Comedy of Errors (Sat 24
August, 7pm) . Families can enjoy the self-guided Stick
Man trail, aimed at 3 to 7 year olds, running daily (except
Sunday)
Information and ticket links via:
www.martineau-gardens.org.uk/events
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Volunteering for women: Fri, 10am - 4pm
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