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Martineau Gardens is a beautiful Community Garden, two miles from Birmingham city centre. 

The Gardens are two and half acres of organically managed landscape with winding footpaths 

that lead you through an array of ever changing scenery that includes a formal garden (with 

trees and shrubs from around the world), woodland, wildflower meadows, ponds, an orchard, 

bee hives, a hot house, a bonfire area with earth oven and a óshipwreckô childrenôs play area.  

The Gardens are looked after by a team of volunteers. Our mission is to integrate education, 

wellbeing and care of the environment by offering opportunities for therapeutic horticulture and 

educational activities. The Gardens are open to the public, for free, Monday to Saturday 10am 

until 4pm.  

Plants, seasonal produce, preserves, compost and logs are for sale. We are a Registered 

Charity and a Social Enterprise ð any profit we make from our sales and venue hire income is 

ploughed straight back into the charity. Through your booking fee you are helping to keep this 

unique place, Martineau Gardens, open for free, for everyone to enjoy. 

The Gardens are best suited to a gathering of up to 50 people, with the Pavilion holding 30 

people seated, comfortably, at any one time. 

When you hire the Gardens, this includes: 

¶ The Gardens with use of the childrenôs play area 

¶ Access to the office including use of the First Aid Box and telephone 

¶ Toilets (with disabled access) 

¶ Car park (up to 20 spaces available) 

 

   

The Pavilion kitchen is not ready for use yet. You are welcome to use the kitchenette in Reception 

in the Mollie Martineau Building to make drinks or serve food.  This kitchenette is not suitable for 

food preparation, but you are welcome to serve pre-prepared food using our crockery, cutlery, 

kettle, urn, fridge, microwave and cooker. This room is used by our volunteers during the week.  

When you leave, please leave the room as you found it: we provide clean tea towels, washing-up 

liquid, cleaning materials and equipment for you to clean with.  

 

Our policy is to make activities at the Gardens as sustainable as possible.  This means that we 

would prefer that you use crockery that has the environment in mind. You can use our crockery and 

cutlery, or bring your own. If itôs disposable, please use something that is sustainable, like paper 

plates rather than plastic coated plates. Please clean up and take away any rubbish that canôt be 

recycled. Clean paper, clean aluminium cans and clean glass go into the recycling containers in 

Reception.  We do not permit inflatable play equipment (i.e. óBouncy Castlesô). Please be 

considerate of the wildlife and our neighbours ð enjoy acoustic music in the Gardens (until 10pm) 

but please do not amplify music.  
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Our Pavilion is being refurbished (estimated finish date end of March 2018).  The kitchen has not 

been equipped yet.  The Pavilion room is 11m by 3.5m and will be heated a wood burning stove or 

electric heaters.  We have tables, chairs, a screen and projector.  Charge £10 per hour for the 

duration of your booking.

You may hire our Earth Oven for cooking during your celebration. The oven needs to be lit at least 

two hours in advance of the cooking time, because it takes this long to achieve a temperature hot 

enough to cook on. The fuel (logs) costs £10. We can light the oven in advance for you and look 

after the fire, which costs £20 (or you can light it in advance yourself, for no fee).  If you would 

like us to cook food for you on the earth oven, or run a cooking workshop for you and your 

guestsðlet us know, (at least two weeks in advance) ð prices on request.

You may have a bonfire  (but no fireworks) in our Bonfire Field, if arranged in advance. The fee is 

£10, to cover the cost of the wood. You are welcome to build and light your own fire, or we can do it 

for you and tend it (£20). We request that you follow strict fire precaution guidelines and have a 

person qualified in first aid present.  

We have a marquee (4m x 8m) for hire. It takes about 1 hour to erect and needs four people. It 

costs £100 for our team to erect it for you, or if you recruit your own team of four, we will provide a 

supervisor (and this costs £50). 

We have gazeboes (approximately 3m x 3m  in size). If you would like us to erect the gazebo in 

advance it costs £20 per gazebo or you can erect it yourself, which costs £10 per gazebo. 

You can use the kitchenette  in Reception for £10 for making hot drinks and serving food.  

When the Pavilion kitchen is available, it can be hired for £20 (self service). 

If you would like a member of staff to serve food and drinks and clean up, we charge £10 an hour 

for the duration of your booking. 

This is a beautiful Community Garden where children (and adults!)  can enjoy play in a wild, safe 

environment. It is a wildlife garden, with brambles and nettles, ponds and bee-hives, uneven 

ground and overhanging branches. You and your guests should be aware of the associated haz-

ards. Please donôt eat anything growing in the Gardens without checking first. Please keep children 

fully supervised, ensuring they avoid exploring behind the buildings where there are loose bricks, 

brambles and other hazards.   

Fire exits are clearly marked; please keep them clear of obstructions at all times.  

Please do not smoke in any of the buildings. Cigarette butts donôt compost, please donôt drop them 

on the ground but use an ash-tray. 

The Site Risk Assessment is displayed in the office ï please let us know if you would like to see a 

copy of this in advance.


